
. At 9 :37 p.m., upon motion by Mayor Sherfey, seconded by Counoil-
man Powell, the meeting adjourned to March 19, 1947 for the purpose 
of oanvassing absentee ballots from the Maroh 18, 1947 election, and 
any other business that comes before the Board. 
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MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torranoe, California 
Maroh 19, 1947 

. The City Council of the City of Torrance COIlYened in an £d
. journed Regular Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, 
California, on Wednesday, March 19, 1947, at 7:50 p.m. 

Mayor Sherfey called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present being 
Councilmen: Gilbert, Jackson, Powell, Tolson and Sherfey. Ahsent: 
Councilmen: None. 

All those present in the Council Chamber saluted the .:r1ag. 

Mayor Sherfey announced that the .regular order of business would 
be dispensed with, and that the canvass of absentee ballots trom the 
March 18, 1947 election would take place at this time. 

Clerk Bartlett opened seven (7) sealed envelopes, containing one 
ballot eaoh. Results of the canvass of absentee votes were as follows: 

FOR MEMBERS OF THE 
BOARD OF EDUCATIOII . 

Evelyn L. Carr 
Bernard Lee 
Jame.s L. Lyn(th 
Margaret 0 'Toole 
Oecil W. Sm.1 th 
&arl D. Steele 
.George P •. Thatcher 
Howard A. Wood 
Grace Wright 

BOND PROPOSITION NO. 1 
(Fire Station) 

Yes . 
No 

BOND PROPOSITION NO. 2 
(Police Station & Municipal Court) 

Yes 
No 

VOTES CAST 

5 
1 
'7 
1 
1 
2 
4 
6 
6 

4 
2 

3 
a 

epose



IRI'fTEN COMMUNICmIONS 

A communication was read trom Adrian L. Thornberry, 1308 Hickory 
Avenu., addressed to.Police Chief John Stroh, tendering his resigna
tion as Patrolman with the Police Department, effective April 22, 
Hl47, in Order to take a position -with the Los Angeles Polioe De
partment. . 

Counoilman Powell moved that the C1 ty Clerk be instruoted ~o 
extend Mr. Thornberry a vote of thanks for his past services. Coun
cilman Gilbert seconded the motion whioh was oarried unanimously. 

A communication was read fr'aD. Mr. Arthur Taylor of the Engineer
ing Offices of Taylor and Taylor, 725 South Spring Street, Los Angeles, 
addressed to Mr. if. H. stanger, Superintendent of the fater Depart
ment, directing Mr. stanger to send a letter to the County Road De
partment, Hall of Reoords, Los Angeles, containing the following in 
connection with plans for oonstruction of Municipal Water Distr1pt 
No. 1 in Walteria: 

-In cODlpl1anee with Section 20, Ord1nance 3597, N.S. of the 
County of Los Angeles, the City of Torrance hereby guarantees 
the payment of all costs for which the said penlittee may be
oome liable to the County of Los Angeles:1n connection with 
permits issued to the permittee on County Roads and Highways.-

Councilman Tolson moved that the Council authorize Mr. Stanger 
to write the letter 1n acoordance with Mr. Taylor's instructions. 
Counoilman Powell seconded the motion which was carried unanimously. 

A. communioation was read from Mr. Grover C. Whyte, Publisher or 
the Torranoe Herald, .tendering his resignation as a member of the 
Torrance Aviation Comm1ssion, due to the advice of his physioian to 
·slow do.- and the increasing pressure from his business and other 
dutuea. 

Mayor Sherfey moved that Mr. ihyte' s resigna'toion from the Avia
tion Commission be accepted and that the C1ty Clerk be authorized to 
tender Mr. Whyte a letter of regret and extend to him a vote of 
thanks for his past servioes. Counoilman Tolson seeonded the motion 
wh10h _S oarried unanimous1y. 

A. oommunioat10n, bearing the signatures of eleven (ll~ housewives 
11 ving on Portola Avenue, was read submitting a oomplaint against the 
water they are receiving in 'tohat distri~t, stating that it is polluted 
w1th III redd1sh-brown sediment which makes it unusa'ble for washing 
clothes and unpalatable for drinking purposes. 

Counoll11um Tolson moved that this matter be referred to the Water 
Super1ntendent, Mr. Stanger, for a solution. Councilman Gilbert 
seconded the motion whioh wa. carried unanimously. 

A oommunication, addressed to Mr. Dale R1ley, Recreation De
partment Superintendent, IRIS read from Reverend C. J. Wood, Pastor 
of the St. Josephs Church, Pueblo, stating that the American Rock:
Wool Insulating Company located on Arlington, near the Pue.blo Dis
trict has offered a portion of their unused land for use as a soft
ball diamond for the children in that area, requiring, however, that 
the C1ty give them a release from liability in the use of the land. 
He asked that the Reoreation Department be authorized to aid in pre
paring this field for soft-ball use. 

Olerk Bartlett stated that, in a reoent discussion with Reverend 
iood, he was informed that the Pacific Eleotric Railway Oompany has 
also offered a piece of ground for playground use and that Reverend 
Wood was desirous of inoluding this matter in his request. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that these requests be referred back to 
Mr. R1ley for recommendation to the Council. Counoilman Tolson 
seconded the motion whioh was carried unanimously. 

A oommunioation was read from Charles T. Rippy, Attorney, making 
claim in behalf of Captain J. J. Benner of the Yire Department for 
wages withheld by order of the Civil Service Board, Captain Benner 
having been suspended from duty by the Board for a period ot forty
five days. 



Cou,nciJ.man G11bert m~)Ved that · this communication be r 'eferred to 
the 01ty Attorney tor check and recommendation to the Council. Coun
cilman Powell seconded the motion which was carried unanimously. 

A communioation was read trom Charles 'f. Rippy, Attorney, re
questing. that Mr •• Margaret Fordice, City Treaaurer, be allowed to 
handle City receipts, depoei t .s and payment of funds, in accordance 
nth Section 1, Artiole14 of the CIty Charter, as she has hereto
fore been unable to file a written report, accounting for all re
ceipts disbursements and fund balances with the City Clerk and the 
City Counoil. 

Mayor Shert'ey moved that Mrs. Fordice be supplied with the 
essential materials and equipment; that the Deputy City Treasurer 
and the City CleI'k be authori~ed to assist Mrs. Foriice in learn
ing the routine of the offioe procedure in connection with her 
duties; and that she and Attorney Rippy and the City Attorney be noti
fied of the action taken by the COUIlcil. Counoilman Jackson seoonded 
the motion which was oarried unanimously. 

Clerk Bartlett advised that this request has been made on several 
oceasions betore, and that he would be perfectly willing to assist 
Mrs. Fordice in any way possible. 

With reference to the above matter, Clerk Bartlett also read a 
llB'morandum from Charles CUrtiSS, Chief Aocountant and Deputy Trea
surer of the CIty of Torrance, stating that Mrs. Fordice made this 
same request about ·the middle of December, 1946, at which time she 
was notified to come into the office on January 6, 1947. A day or 
so after this date, Mrs. Fordice declined to take over her books, 
stating that she was satisfied with the way her records were being 
handled and that she would make no change in the system. 

A communication was read fran ·the Regional Planning Commission, 
205 South Broadway, Los Angeles, submitting one {l)print showing 
proposed Amendment No. 84 to the Master Plan of Highways of Los 
Angeles Oounty for approval by the CIty,as it affects highwaya 
within Torrance. 

Oity Engineer Glenn Jain recommended that the proposed amendment 
be approved by the Council. 

Oounoilman Jaokson moved that the Council approve this proposed 
amendment. Councilman Powell secanced the motion which was carried 
unanimously. 

A oommunication was read from the Shell Oil Oompany, Inc., Shell 
Building, San franCisco, stating that the amount arising from the 
use, operation or possession of their Franohises granted by Ordi
nance Nos. 135& & 1503 (L.,A..Oounty}-1l6, Ull, 174 & 328 is $'461.66, 
for the twelve m<>nth period· ending December 31, 1946. Matter of 
record.. 

A oommunication was read from the Texas Company,929 South 
Broadway, Los Angeles, enolosing a. check for ,20.10 in full payment 
of all amounts due or claimed to be due under Franchise Ordinance 
Nos. 11'1, 884, lUHl, and 1377, for the period of twelve months 
ending December 31, 1946. However, they stated, no gross receipts
have arisen from the use, operation or possession of the above-men
tioned ordinances, and the check is offered only by· way of compromise. 

Mayor Sherfey moved that, since there is some question regarding 
this payment by the Tems 011 COmpany, the matter be referred· to the 
City Attorney for checking and recommendation to the Council; and that 
the communication from the Shell Oil Company, Inc. also be referred 
to the City Attorney, as he is working on various franchise problems 
at this time. Councilman Powell seconded the motion which was 
carried unanimously. 

A oommunioation was read from the County of Los Angeles, Offioe 
of the Coroner, Hall of Justioe. Los Angeles, submitting a copy of 
the verdict covering the inques.t into the explosion attb:e O'Connor 
Electro-Plating Oorporation, 926 E. Pico Boulevard, Los Angeles, for 
examination by the Councilmen. Matter of record. 

Councilman Jackson moved that the City Engineer, Glenn M. Jain, 
be authorized to sell the Fordson Roller, which he claims he will be 



._._-_ ......... _- -------------------------
1~j 8 **He stated that Mr. George was to have received $2500.00 in compen

sation for his part in the celebration but has not received any of it. 

able to sell for $1&5.00 or 1200.00. C'ouncilman Powell seconded the 
motion which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUN
CILMEN: Gilbert, Jackson, Powell, Tolson and Sherfey. NOE8: COUN
CILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Jaokson moved that the City Council rejeot the bid of 
$1225.00 rrom the Mayfair Creamery ror the purchase of the City's 
ambulance. Counoilmu Tolson seconded the motion whj,oh ft. carried 
unanimously. 

Councllman Jaokson moved that the City's ambulanoe: be transferred' 
from the Flre Depar'timlent to the Pfl.inting Depar1m1ent for Use as a paint 
truck; that an appropriation of between t175.00 and t200.00 be made 
for the reoonversion of the ambulance; and that the Painting Depart
ment-'ie-use and reconvert this equipment for painting purposes. 
Counoilman Powell seconded the motion whioh was oarried by the fol
lowing roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Jackson, Powell, 
Tolson and Sherfey. NOES: _ COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL-
MEN: None. 

Mayor Sherfey moved that the ~equest of the Kiwanls Club fqr the 
return of the ambulanoe whicb was donated by them during the war emer
gency be denied and that the City Clerk be authorlzed to notlfy them 
of the action taken by the Counoil and give them the explanation that 
the City still has ~gent need for the equipment, Counoilman Gilbert 
seoonded the. motion which was carried \Ui.an1mously. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Mr. John C. Miles, Attorney, requested that a compromise be made 
in the payment ot hls client, llr. Dell George, who supp11e4bleachera 
for the celebration held in July, 1946 for homecominglorld War II 
serv1oemen, which was sponsored by the Torran~e Area Projeots, 1nc.** 
He stated that he came here tonight in the hope of sett11ng the 
matter wlthout presenting a lawsult. . 

liayc>r Sherfey told Mr. Miles that the Counoil denied any responsi
bility for the deficit of $6,697.37 whlch. was found during an audit of 
the expend 1 tures incurred by the 'larranoe Area Projects, Inc., and 
that such denial i8 a matter of minute reoord ot the Clty _Council. 

Mr. Mlles stated, that since the City of Torrance d,erived a cer
tain amount of benefit from the celebration, it should be held re
sponsl,ble for these debts; which statement brought forth protests 
from the whole Council. 

Mayor Sherfey informed Mr. Miles that the Council und~lrwrote the 
Torr,.anoe Area Projects, Ino., in the amo_uo.t of $2500.00 an,d tha.t the!, 
are not liable tor any expendlture over tbat figure. He also told 
Mr. Miles that an imtormal disoussion of thlskind will bring, about 
no solution, but that if Mr. Miles .ished to bring his claim before 
the Council he would have to do so in writing and present it at the 
next reg1Jlar meeting, which will be held Uaro1l25, 1~4'7, to which Mr. 

Miles replled that he would prepare his olient's oompromise olaim for 
5~ ot the total emount due him, and present it to the Counoil oli the 
25th of Maroh. 

At 8:40 p.m., upon motion by Mayor Sherfey, seconded the Counoil
man Jackson, the meeting adjourned to Thursday, Maroh 20, 194'1, at 
5:00 p.m. 

MAYOR OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 


